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Dear 

In a meeting at Arthur Cohen's office a couple of months ago, 
several editors and writers discussed ways in which they could support 
the Fifth Avenue Vietnam Peace Parade Committee* the coordinating 
organization for the broad antiwar coalition of over 150 community , 
professional, religious, pacifist, student, veterans', women's, and 
political groups in the New York metropolitan area- Out of this 
meeting came plans for an auction of literary items, a project we would 
like to bring to your attention. 

The Parade Committee is a single -is sue, nonexclusive 
movement, united around the slogan "End the War in Vietnam*" In less 
than two years, the intensity of protest marches organised by the 
Committee culminated In the largest peace action in the history of the 
country in New York on April 15 *h 

Host recently the Parade Committee helped bring tens of thou- 
sands of New Yorkers to the October 21st Mobilization in Washington, 
CXo% to a million leaflets were distributed; the complex 
arrangements involved in providing hundreds of buses, several trains 
and other means of transportation were successfully handled; other 
publicity, posters and newspaper ads coordinated by the Committee 
helped make October 21st an impressive success* 

The Committee also sponsors such projects as this summer f s 
campaign to place a Vietnam referendum on the ballot in New York City; 
local peace demonstrations; and meetings with major speakers presenting 
antiwar positions or reporting activities of the movement* 

Because of the press of work around the October 21st Mobiliza- 
tion and its aftermath, it is only now that we are in a position to 
follow through on the literary auction project, A partial list of 
sponsors is attached. 
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Fund-raising is not the only importance of the proposed 
auction* Xt can help bring together the growing number of people 
in publishing who oppose the war in a project their knowledge and 
experience can make successful* 

Will you be a sponsor of the event? First, we would like 
to use your name. Then, we would appreciate your help in gathering 
materials for the auction* These could 'he first editions, manuscripts, 
corrected page proofs, rare books, letters specially autographed 
volumes or other items of this kind* 

Also — and quite important-- we need to involve more people 
in the industry* Will you contact those who might be interested and 
ask them to join us as sponsors or contributors? 

We would like to determine if and when it would be feasible 
to hold the auction* Within the next two weeks we would appreciate 
learning how you can work with us to make this project a reality* 

A representative of the committee will check with you in the 
near future* 

Thank you for your help* 




Ron Wolin 

Director of Special Events 
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Aaron Asher 


PARTIAL LIST OF SENSORS 

David McReynolds 


Richard Baron 


Peter Mayer 


Ruth Bar t no f sky 


Alice Maybe w 


Sara Blackburn 


Mr s* Warren Miller 


Emil Capouya 


Ashley Montagu 


Arthur Cohen 


Frederic Morton 


Robert Crichton 


Jack Newfield 


Candida Donadio 


Grace Paley 


Lawrence Ferlinghetti 


Dorothy L, Parker 


Joseph M* Fox 


Barnet Rosset 


Bruce Jay Friedman 


Philip Roth 


Richard Gilman 


Muriel Rukesyer 


Mitchell Goodman 


Richard Seaver 


Robert Gottlieb 


David I* Segal 


Richard Grossman 


Myron Shapiro 


Alfred L* Hart* j r ^ 


George Shriver 


Joseph Heller 


John Simon 


Nat Rente ff 


Kate Simon 


James Leo Herlihy 


Harry Sions 


Chester Himes 


Theodore Solotaroff 


Jane Jacobs 


Samuel D m Stewart 


Alfred Kazan 


William Targ 


Paul Krassner 


Gerald Walker 


Denise Lever tov 


Mr. & Mrs* Jose Yglesias 


Dick Lourie 


Marguerite Young 



